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The purpose of this paper is to study the commercial activities of the mordern 
Chinese merchants in Korea. The history of modern Chinese merchants in 
Korea(1882-1910) is divided into two parts, i .e. pre-Jiawu War period（1882-1894）
and post-Jiawu War period（1895-1910）. This paper looks at the commercial activities 
of Chinese merchants in the perspective of the political and economical history. This 
was a very important turning point that the Sino-Japanese War caused Korea to leave 
the Natural Economy of Feudalism which was led by China, and to be subsumed into 
the International Order of Capitalism which was brought about by the West. 
Economic activities of Chinese merchants in Korea before the Sino-Japanese 
War were conducted under the traditional dominant-subordinate relationship. As the 
economic activities of overseas Chinese merchants were concerned over political 
reasons during this period, they were supported by Qing dynasty. After Qing dynasty 
was defeated by Japan at the Sino-Japanese War, however, the long-standing and 
traditional dominant-subordinate relationship between China and Korea finally ended 
and Chinese merchants lost their political and economic privileges in Korea. Chinese 
merchants in Korea now had an equal right as Korean merchants and Japanese 
merchants had, and had to compete only with their business capacity. In their 
unprivileged condition under the various political regulations made by Japan, they 
began Capitalism economic activities with their capital and business capacity. They 
recovered and developed their business in Korea. 
The first modern Chinese merchants in Korea were 40 military merchants 
(1882-1855) who were supporting Admiral Wu Chang Qing of Qing Navy when they 
were sent to Korea to settle the “Ren-Wu Korean Military Revolt” in August, 1882. 
Yet, the economic activities with the legal protection and privilege from the 
relationship between China and Korea began after Sea and Land Trade Regulation for 













assigned as the first consulate general in Korea in October, 1883. To support 
economic activities of Chinese merchants, he built and organized the main office in 
Seoul and local branches, and set up extraterritoriality settlements(concession) in port 
towns. In 1884, Qing Military led successful suppression against “Jiashen-Coup in 
Korea”. Getting credit for his contribution, Yuan Shi Kai, then a 26 year-old director, 
was promoted to Minister of Trade and Negotiation in November, 1885. He 
strengthened a dominant-subordinate relationship and set an intervention policy to 
interfere the internal affairs and diplomatic policies of Korea (then, Chosun). In this 
period, actively supported by Yuan, Chinese merchants in Korea conducted their 
economic activities well-positioned with the privilege as of a dominant country. The 
population of Chinese in Korean grew and the business was largely developed. Even 
though Japanese merchants had been dominating in Korea as they had concluded a 
peace treaty and had entered Korean trade market seven years earlier than Chinese 
merchants. Prior to “Sino-Japan Jiawu War” Chinese merchants commercial forces 
overwhelmed Japan’s. 
After the Sino-Japanese War, a traditional and strengthened dominant-subordinate 
relationship between Korea and China ended, and Chinese merchants in Korea now 
were at the disadvantageous position. Having won at the Sino-Japanese War (1894) 
and Russo-Japanese War (1904), Japan concluded the Protectorate Treaty (1905) to 
take the right of politics, diplomacy and military away from Korea (then, Chosun), 
then Korea lost the sovereignty of a nation by Korea-Japan Annexation in 1910 and 
became a Japanese colony. In this period, Chinese merchants experienced difficulties, 
but accumulated capital with their own effort and strength, and used their own 
business ability to recover their power in Korean market. This paper presents that, 
during this short period (1895-1910) of hardship, how Chinese merchants in Korea 
overcame their disadvantageous condition, recovered their economic power in Korean 
market and moved up to the development stage. Written in the conclusion, the 
characteristics and developing elements of the modern Chinese merchants in Korea is 
the outcome of the study in this paper. I hope that this paper will help Chinese-Korean 













at their early stage. Moreover, it will help to understand the development of Chinese 
merchants in Korea as new Chinese merchants who are recently increased.  
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